VENETIA.                              5!
subject; she inquired much about sleep-walkers and sleepwalking ; and a great many examples of the habit were cited. At length she said, 4 Mamma, did you over walk in your sleep ?'
4 Not to my knowledge,' said Lady Annabel, smiling; 41 should hope not.'
4 Well, do you know,' said Plantagenet, who had hitherto listened in silence, 4 it is very curious, but I once dreamt that you did, Lady Annabel.'
4 Indeed !' said the* lady.
4 Yes ! and 1 dreamt it last night, too,' continued Cadurcis. 41 thought I was sleeping in the uninhabited rooms here, and the door opened, and you walked in with a light.'
4 No! Plantagenet,' said Venetia, who was seated by him, and who spoke in a whisper, l it was not------*
4 Hush 1' said Cadurcis, in a low voice.
4 Well, that was a strange dream,' said Mrs. Cad.rrcis; 4 was it not, Doctor ? '
4 Now, children, I will tell you a very curious story/ said the Doctor; ' and it is quite a true one, for it happened to myself.'
The Doctor was soon embarked in his tale, and his audience speedily became interested in the narrative; bat Lady Annabel for some time maintained complete silence.
CHAPTER XL
THE spring I'eturned; the intimate relations between the two families were each day more confirmed. Lady Annabel had presented her daughter and Plantagenet each with a beautiful pony, but their rides were at first to be confined to the park, and to be ever attended by a groom. In time, however, duly accompanied, they were permitted to extend their progress so far as Cadurcis. Mrs. Cadurcis had consented to the wishes of her son to restore the old garden, Venetia w-s his principal adviser and assistant in the